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R. B. G ABRI EL, D. D, 



Reverend Si r, 

"VrOU have been pleafcd at lafl: to favor 
the public with your long promifed, 
and univerfally expedted^ pamphlet on Dr. 
White; and amongft thofe who may (land 
forward to acknowledge your condefcenfion^ 
I flatter myfelf my obfervations will not 
appear either deftitute of refpeft to you, or 
proftituted to calumny. To the profeffed 
charaAer of the divine^ you feem to have 
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added the feelings of the man ; and while you 
appear, on your own declaration, anxious to 
vindicate your fuppofed injured reputation 
in the eyes of the world, you unfortunately 
facrifice your profcITions of candor to the 
fhrine of private refcntment, and the didlate s 
of the vindictive fpirit. I am forry the 
perufal of your Fa^s has made fuch an im- 
prefiion on the mind of an impartial reader j 
of a perfon who not reludlanily will un- 
flieath his fword in the defence of injured 
merit, or alTaulted innocence, whether it be 
in Dr. WTiice, or his antagonifts. 

Time is required finally to deftroy the 
veil which covers the myfteries of fuperfti- 
tion ; and it would be a dangerous attempt 
to extirpate, at one blow, the pageantry that 
commands the admiration and reverence of 
a bigoted nation in the moments of igno- 
rance and barbarifm ; but the prefent age 
affords a more peaceful fcene ; and the hero, 
whofe labours have been rewarded with the 
palm of victory, the Goliah of chriftian 
learning, is fuddenly fpoiled of his blooming 
honours, and defeated by the attacks of an 
infignificant 
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inligftificant individual. Yet not fo, Dr. 
Gabriel ; allow others tinie to examine fa£ks 
as well as yourfelf, and do not prefume to 
impofe upon the public opinion, by a hafly 
intrufion of your prejudices and mercenary 
fentiments. The Bampton Leftures have 
gained too much celebrityj that the preacher 
Ihould be forfaken on the firfl appearance of 
oppofition, or that he Ihould be condemned 
unheard, to the ignominy which your pen has 
attempted to throw upon him* It may be 
faid, that your attack is too feeble, and too 
much the effufion of refentmenr, tempered 
with jealoufy, to merit the attention of the 
public; but we know that the hiftoriaa 
mentions the little trochilus, becaufe he 
accompanies the huge crocodile^ and the 
aftronomer fpeaks of the fpots of the fun, 
becaufe they obfcurc the difc of that lumi- 
nary. So far your compofition will be 
entitled to our obfervation ; and we will 
forget it is the production of ,a Divine, whofc 
meeknefs ought to be exemplary, whofe be- 
nevolence ought to be unbounded, and whofe 
charitable fentiments ought to be exprcffed 
in the circles of focicty as much as they arc 

B 2 thundered 
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thundered from the pulpit. Wc muft from 
jbeginning to end confider it as the pro- 
jdudlion of a man of honour, whofe feel- 
ings are of fuch delicate, fuch cxquifitc. 
texture, that the fmalleft collifion calls for 
the exertion of all its dormant powers, and 
whofe refentment challenges the ftrongeft as 
well as the feebleft antagonifts. 

There is a medium between candor and 
feverity, which, if you had obferved, might 
have rendered your accufation of Dr. White 
more refpectabie, if not more authentic; 
but to fuch rules Dr. Gabriel is a total 
ftranger. Superior to common rules, he 
flies from the marks which decency ought 
to have prefcribed him -, and forgetful of his 
former profeffions of friendfliip, forgetful of 
his charadler, and regard lefs of the refpeft 
which he owes to the public in general as an 
individual, and now as a writer, he wields the 
weapons of vengeance without producing 
any fufEcient proofs of provocation, and in- 
vites us to an entertainment prepared with 
malice, adorned with cunning, and feafoned 

with bitterncfst There is little to be faid 

ia 
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HI defence of fuch proceedings as chefe^ 
Dr. Gabriel j they bear their own condemn- 
nation on their [head; and not all the 
waters of the Atlantic would wafli away 
thefpot, the ignominious fpot, which you 
have fixed upon your charader* 

. I wobld not objeft fo much to your ap- 
pearance before the awful and impartial 
tribunal of the public^ as to the manner in 
which you introduce yourfelf. Full of your 
own conceit, and proud of your titles and 
preferment, you rufli forward to the crimi- 
nation of a man who is as much an ornament 
to literature, as you are its difgrace; and 
who is as much the friend and the favourite 
of the public, as you are becoming its 
enemy and its abomination. 

With the determined refolution to dig- 
matize the Arabic Profeflbr, you begin to 
panegyrize his condudt, and tell us you 
poffcfs as much veneration for his charafter, 
as is due to uncommon talents, and fuperi- 
ority of genius. We, moft learned Doftor, 
we knowj as well as yourfelf, how 

much 
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much Dr. White defervcs the approbation 
of the world ; and with what gratitude, I 
might perhaps add reverence, every thing 
is received that drops from his pen. Do 
not fuppofe you deftroy any part of that 
great charafter he enjoys; he receives more 
additional fplendor from your malevolent 
attacks ; and among a croud we are fen- 
fible that the dog that barks, diftinguiihes 
his mafter more than he that fawns. Excufe 
the compariron ; though I know if you rc- 
fent it, it is a proof that it is juft and 
applicable. 

To fay you " arc not aftuated by motives 
" of ill will to Dr. White," is a piece of 
falfchood which the molt candid and impar- 
tial perufalof your Fa£is will evince. Every 
page, and indeed every word, fpeaks loudly 
for itfelf i and the man who pleads necelliiy, 
and " the indifpenfibte and honourable pur- 
** pofe of vindicating himfelf," moll un- 
erringly betrays a harlh and wanton defign, 
10 injure the reputation of the Profcflbr. 

I congratulate 
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I congtatuhte you» Vr. Gabriel, that 
you can lay, noc without hpneft pride, that 
your acquain^nce are numerous and refped- ' 
able. It is a piece of vanity, which few 
nnen perhaps, except yourfelf, wquld have 
betrayed i but we mud fuppofe you deemed 
iuch information neccffary for the public, 
that you might not be confouhded with the 
herd of inferior writerss but unfortunately, 
public juftice knows no fuch exemptions, 
I do not believe that thofe numerous friends, 
whofe good opinion you tell us you have noc 
pnly merited, but obtained, can rely much 
on the cfteem of a perfon whofe officioufnefs 
tends tp fqch purpofes, and who infinuates 
himfelf into the good graces of the world, 
^icrcly to betray the confidence which is re- 
poftd in him. An ac(^uaintance with fuch 
a character ought rather to be fhunned than 
courted; for he little deferves the appellation 
of friend, or the name of the moftdiftant 
acquaintance, who on the moft trifling pro- 
vocations, the moft frivilous pretences, 
becomes the bittereft enemy ^ reveals what 
ought to be facred, and canvaffcs half the ' 
kingdom to fee whether he cannot find 

« 
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fbmclikc hinifclf,''*qufelly refentfuU equally 
invidious^ to corroborate his malevolent 
alTertions. 

It was needlefsj Dr. Gabriel, to tell us 

you are not aoibitious of being confidered 
as a man of great learning; the world was 
long ago acquainted that^ even fhould you 
be ambitious to Ihihe as a writer, and to 
tranfmit your name to poftcrity for works 
of genius and refined literature, you were 
mod materially deficient in abilities and 
that neceflary ftufF which a celebrated writer 
mod emphatically ftiles ** a found under- 
" ftanding." It is not eafy to ad the hero 
of the tale, but the mod common attain- 
ments are not even requifite to perform the 
part of the fool : which of thefe two moflr 
becomes your charafter, your confcioufnefs 
of your own abilities, or the fpecimens with 
which you have favoured us, will beft 
intimate. 

m 
f 

I fliould be forry here to influence the de- 
cifion of the public, when fuch incontefiible 

proofs 
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proofs of your performance are fubmitted to 
their judgment, their impartiality, and' 
which will at lad be bpnded with the 
merited cenfure of the whole kingdom. 

The provocations which you fay you have 
received are malevolent paragraphs in the 
papers, which you have coUeded with the 
mod minute attention, more I prefume from 
your vanity to fay your- name is mentioned 
with that of a Badcock, a Parr, and a White, 
than as a proof of injurious attacks. Be* 
fieve me, Doftor, the newfpapers, as far 
as I fee from your quotations, are mofl: 
faithful mirrors, in which you can behold 
your charafter drawn without flattery, and 
difplaycd with no degree of malice or mifre- 
prefentation. You certainly muft be con-* 
fcious of your own inabilities to pleafe, and 
fenfible of vour indolence and (hameful in- 
aftivity, when you fuppofe the author of the 
paragraph you quote (page 8.) applies the 
*' heavy drone of the church" to you. The pic- 
ture, if it be fo, we muft impartially confefs t.o 
be excellent 5 it is drawn with fuch fidelity that 

C each 
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each trait is confpicuous> each word appo« 
fice^ and each application fortunate. 

You will no doubt excufe me, Doftor, if 
I fay that the writers of all the paragraphs 
were aftuated by no malice, — they were no 
fccret afiaffins,— they carried no dagger with 
them, — nor, as you would believe, did they 
bring againft your candour and veracity grofs 
or cruel charges.. You miftake their mean- 
ing ; they have behaved with fuch tender-* 
Befs, and have (hewn fo much delicacy to* 
wards you, that were you endowed with 
more gencrofity of mind, or with more libC'* 
ral principles, I would almoil flatter you by 
faying that the whole is^n encomium upon 
your great virtues, and a tribute. gratefully 
paid to your charitable and humane fenti- 
ments* 

To tell you the truth, Doftor Gabriel, I 
long fufpcfted, before you condcfcended to 
appear before the public, that at leaft fomc 
one of your friends, if not yourfelf, was the 
author of the letter you quote in the i6ih 
page 'r and indeed now, upon a clofcr exami- 
nation. 
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nation, I can declare that your note 
fecms toJajr as much. Where is the niaa 
that will complain of the virulence, of the 
Icruelty, of the inhumanity of his antago- 
nifts> and at the fame time compliment them 
For their courteoufnefs and liberal expref- 
fions ? Yet Doftor Gabriel/ is the man- 
he talks of the polite and of the liberal man- 
ner wirh which he is treated, and by ano- 
ther efFufion of pride and vanity, he tells us 
what is written by himfelf, or at leaft with 
his approbation, ought to be feparate^ from 
flanderous paragraphs. Your hypocrify, Dr. 
Gabriel, is as evident as your malevolence; 
and while you refer your reader from note 
to note, and page to page, with the intention, 
as you perfidiouflyinfinuate, to omit every 
unhandfome expreflion, and as your errata 
mark, every unwelcome memento, relating 
to Dr. White, your illiberality is the more 
apparrerit, and your want of candor the more 
inexcufable. By concealing what ought ta 
be revealed, you attempt to throw a greater, 
And if poflible a nnore indelible ftigma on 

thccharafterof the Arabic Profcflbr, and be-^^ 

C z . tray 
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tray the inveterate enemy under the garb pf 
the compafTionate friend. 

I will fupply what you have omitted in 

the letter that appeared in the General Even- 

ing Poft, figned by " a friend to merit,'* 

and I am fure every one will be fenfible that 

there is lefs flander in the words than every 

page of your pamphlet exhibits. — ** If it be 

** fo," continues the writer, " the latter 

" gentleman (Dr. White) has been guilty 

^* of a literary impofture not lefs infamous 

** than that of Lauder, but the fame fuccefs 

*' has not attended both. Lauder became a 

*^ voluntary exile from his country, and pe- 

" riflicd abroad in poverty and oblivion j 

** Dr. White is rewarded as the fuppofed 

•* author of the admirable fermons with dig- 

*^ nity and opulence in the church. — If he 

^^ be fo much indebted, as it is faid, to the 

<* celebrated Badcock, whofe early death 

'^ genius and learning will very long de- 

«' plore, drip him of his borrowed fame. If 

^* you convift him of the charge, can he 

^' read without blufhing the following dedn 

« cation of his book ?'/ 

c« Xo 
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" To his Grace 
JOHN MOORE, D. D. 

Lord Archbifliop of Canterbury, 

by whofe advice the Author 

originally commenced 

his oriental ftudics, 

and under whofe patronage 

he hath continued to purfue them, 

this edition of a Work, 

the refult of thofe ftudies, 

is refpedlfully infcribed, 

by his Grace's, 

moft obliged and grateful fervant, 

JOSEPH WHITE/' 

Forgive me, Do6lor, if again I fufpeft 
the above-mentioned letter, with that you 
have tranfcribed from the Diary, is the efFu- 
fion of your brain, or the production of one 
of thofe friends whom your officioufneft 
retains fcemingly devoted to your views* 
Your readinef^ to communicate what you 
have written, or the plans you have pro« 

pofed. 
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pofed, is fo great and fo remarkable^ chat 
even your warmeft friends are aftoniflied 
at your impudence^ and lament that Dr. 
Gabriel fhould be the panegyrifl: of his 
own nonfenfe^ and admire what is fecretly 
cxpofed to ridicule by others with as much 
ferioufnefs as the fond mother cherifhes 
the deformed monfter which all around deem 
hideous and unnatural. 

The only mode which could poflibly^ 
in a limited fcnfe, condemn, you have had 
fufficient forefight to adopt, and to the pub- 
lication of Dr. White's Letters we are more 
indebted for the light wc receive from the 
perufal of your Fa^s than from what your 
invidioufnefs hasaffcrted, or your mifrepre- 
fentations endeavoured to authenticate. 

. The reader, however prejudiced he may 
be by the innueodos and malignant feflec* 
tipns of the Reftor of Hanworth, finds 
with pleafure, that the perfon whom the 
Univerfity appointed to preach the Bampton 
jLeAure^ in the year 17&4 is not unworthy 
of their choke. The friendibip which 

cxifled 
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exifted between Badcoek and the Profeflbr, 
fc^ms not, in fpite of your infinuations^ 
to have originated from the folicitations 
or importunate infrdfions of the latter; and 
if we acknowledge that Dr. White was 
indebted to the Curate of Sotith Molton for 
many fentences or even pages in his Lec- 
tures, we muft confefs that the affiftance, 
however trifling, was unfolicited, the confi- 
dence mutual and the intercourfe friendly. 
By procuring the appointment of preacher. 
Dr. White at leaft fhowed he was equal 
to the undertakings and if he adlually cra- 
ved the afllftance of Badcoek, it was more 
to approve than polifh, and more to criticife 
what was done than to compofc. We are 
to admire him that planned, more than 
him who executed ; and the tafte and re- 
finement of every age will recoiled: with 
gratitude the vaAnefs of foul that planned 
the fplended edifice, while the labours of 
the workman however ingenious, are for- 
gotten, and his efforts fink in oblivion. 
This is an afleVtion you cannot deny. The 
Letters • of the Profeflbr fpeak for thenfi- 

felvcs. 
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felves, and the mod candid examination 
will difcover, that far from being the au- 
thor of the Bampton Ledlures^ Badcock 
merely affifted White in the compofition of 
two or three of the fermons, and worked 
upon the materials, with which his friend 
had fupplied him. 

If Dr. White expreffed his gratitude ift 
warm terms, if he told his friend, that " with- 
** out him the work could not have been 
** produced, that all his profpefts muft have 
** been for ever clofed, and that to him he 
*^ was indebted for the celebrity of the fer- 
" mons," we are to afcribe fuch fentiments 
to the fervor of friendlhip; and we muft fay, 
with you, " that his gratitude overpowered 
" the fuggeftions of his judgment, and that 
" he gave Mr. Badcock more praifc than he 
*' ferioufly believed he deferved.** 

He who is accquainted with you, Dr. 
Gabriel, will not hefitate to declare, that 
profeffions are in general warmer than 
they arc intended, and that we ought to 
beware of him whofe impudence panegy* 

rizc 
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ri^es our charadler, and elevates our abilities ; 
that in the moments of inattention, he may 
deprefs them with more fuccefs, and render 
our confufion more vifiblc and irrepar- 
able. ' 

It may be in me a failing of human 
nature,'— it may be a timidity and diftruft 
inherent in the mind of man j but,' Dr. 
Gabriel, I have ever been taught to confi- 
der panegyrics in an inveterate enemy, as 
a greater proof of perfidy, and I have 
always believed, that he who ufes moft 
diflimulation is imployed in what I would 
callj in modern language, in finding a more 
genteel and polite way to cujt my throat. 

It would. require more art than I hna- 
gine you ever poflefled to cloache your 
fentiments in the language of admiration, 
and to conceal frcm the world you are one 
of Dr. White's enemies, when you pretend 
to be actuated by motives of honour and 
fclf defence. Your real friends, if there 
are any beings of that denomination in the' 
world, will not be infenfibk of the impro- 

D priety 
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priety of your late coiidudj and they will 
naturally fufpefl that the feelings of ihame 
are blunted, the reproaches of confcience 
vaniflied, and the fear of punifhmcnt and 
retribution extingu5(hed by the fuperior 
powers of impudence, the didates of ill will^ 
and the blindnefs of refentment. 

It is well for the honour of the country^ 
it is fortunate for the caufe of literature, 
and for the defence of true genius, thac 
there is alive iq the nation a fpirit of 
enfiulation, a beam of difcernment, and a' 
tincture of un corrupted tafte; and indeed 
fhould the Bampton Lecturer be abandoned 
in the prcfent moment to the wild fury and 
extravagance of his enemies, there will arife 
from his fallen honours thoufands to rcho 
his praife, and pour the phial of indignation 
and contempt on thofethat, like you, think, 
they cannot be diftinguifhed but by attack- '■ 
ing merit, and cenfuring perfedlion. 

The bounty of Providence has wifely or- 
dained, that the fixt depravity of the heart 

Ihould 
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ftould have often to ftruggle with want of 
capacity^ and be conquered by a defici- 
ency of common feftfe, or elfc the meri- 
torious might have as much reaibn as the, 
illuftrious Profeflbr to complain of the 
tyranny of impertinence, and the galling 
yoke of tlliberality and malevolence. 

We have. Sir, to lament for your own 
fake you were not fatisftcd with the little 
confcqucnee which nature or chance gave 
you; you might have lived the reft of your 
days in obfcurity, and the indignation which 
now cannot but fall upon your ambition and 
jcaloufy, would have been unknown in theeii*- 
clesof life^ and if you defcryed,any attention 
from the public, contempt would have been 
the only and the bcft of rewards, and difregard 
the greateft of favours. Your paffions have 
now hurried you to exhibit in a more cxtenfive 
theatre, and if the awkwardncfs which you 
betray, and the reluftancc you wiflicd to 
fhield yourfclf with, begin to alarm your 
fears, and to awaken rcmorfe, do not think 
that your exit will be fo eafy, or your at- 

D 2 tempts 
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tempts fo unnoticed, as cowardice might 
fondly hope. Something, Dr. Gabriel, rtiuft 
be paid for your temerity, and if you cannot 
gain the applaufeof thofe whom you flattered 
yourfclf to influence, at leaft you cannot be 
diflatisfied to receive what they deem due 
to your actions, publiq qenfure, and univerfal 
abhorrence, 

* 

It is in vain to tellus that the delay of your 
publication arofe not from difl:ruft, but 
from delicacy and tendernefs to Dr. White j 
X the world is fenfible no fuch fcruplcs exiftcd 
within you, or elfc why (hould months of 
labour and toil be employed in the won- 
derful produdion of a pamphlet, which a 
perufal of two minutes condemns with in-v 
dignation. What degree of light have you 
thrown upon the fubjed, or what afljftancc 
has the public received from the whifpcrs of 
malicej and the infinuations of flander ? It 
never was. a profound fecret that Badcock 
had feen Dr. White's Lcdures, or that he 
had even afljfted him in the compofitioni 
therefore it cannot be doubted but that 

much 



Dr. GABRIEL. 25 

rnuch impudence is required, and more 
haughtinefs of heart, to tell the reader he 
was in darknefs till you brilliantly rofe in 
the horizon cf learning, and that the clouds 
of ignorance which hovered round him have 
been difpelled by your matchkfs publi- 
cation. It is taking great and unprece- 
dented liberties with the judgment, the tafte, 
and difcfernment of the public ; and I know 
not what apology fuch an affertion could 
offer in its vindication, except we are told 
that arrogance knows no laws, and that the 
petulant and the vain too often claim an 
abfolute dominion over the underflanding of 
the learned, as well as over the fufpicions of 
the mifinforraed. 

The encomiums' which you have been 
pleafed to pay to Badcock, reverend Doftor, 
were needlefs; his reputation will never be 
cftablilhed wirh more fecurity, by your 
. feeble efforts; and for you to pay him a com- 
plim.nt, is the fame as if you added a drop 
of water to the unfathomable ocean. 

Your 
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Your vanity, no doubt, extorted this ttU 
butc from your pen, and you wiflied yout 
reader to know, that though you had 
•bufcd the friendfhip of one of the orna- 
ments of literature, yet the fudden and la« 
mentable deceafe of the other had prevented 
your embittering that feeming acquaintance 
and familiarity which (ix months had not 
cemented, and yet fcarcely begun. Had 
the celebrated Curate of South Molton no 
other advocate than yourfelf to eternize his 
merits, did his fame depend on your ex- 
ertions folely, his name would foon be for- 
gotten ; the ignorance of the panegyrift 
would haften the fall of his glory, and the 
genius of Badcock, were he to rife from his 
tomb, would fhed a tear on the monu- 
mertt which covers his bones, and lament, 
with a Ggh, that his epitaph was to be written 
by one of the fons of ftupidity. 

You cannot fuppofe that your readers will 
be apt to fpeak of the liberality of your fenti- 
mcnts, when you tell them that Dr. Whitfe 

is 
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i$ a mere childj and even unacquainted with 
the ordinary affairs of the world ; and that 
^ith all his power^^ and all his boafted at- 
tainments, he fcldom attempts to excel or 
even to (hine in converfation ; an accom- 
plifhment which you tell us, exultingly, wa& 
brilliant and remarkable in Badcock. 

( 

Surely, Doftor, to fliine in converfa- 
tion is no proof of fupcrior genius; and 
could I appeal to you with propriety, I 
would quote you as an inftance. The 
fober contemplating mind, is not always 
ready to receive the fudden and vivid im- 
preflions of gaiety ; fullennefs of difpofuion, 
and not volatility and ficklenefs of mind, 
|i the infallible charaderiftic of the phi- 
lofopher; and when we recoiled that the 
immortal Newton was a child for his 
abfence of mind, and the celebrated 
Johnfon ^ bear for his aukwardnefs in 
company, and that he was domineering in 
his converfation, we are apt to laugh at 
the conclufion you wi(h to make, and thlt 
attempt to affcrt that the modefty and diffi- 
dence 
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dencc of the Laudian Profeflbr arc proofs of 
hU inability to write the Bampton Le<5lures. 
Such frivolous objedlions can never be ad- 
mitted, and it is to be laniented that your 
partiality has carried you to make fo abfurd 
and unwarrantable a declaration. 

Dr. White, you may well infiagine, never 
intended his letters to the deceafed Badcock 
for public criticifm, much lefs to be ex- 
amined by the officious' and the flandering; 
but every page, nay, every fentence, and 
every word, indicate that vigour of mind, 
that perfpicuixy of expreflion and fublimity 
of thought, which conftitute in the highcft 
and moft perfeft degree the man of fenfe\| 
the polite fcholaV, and the feeling chriftia*^.** 
1 have p^rufcd them with pleafure -again ^ 

and again,' and the impreflion which the 
firft reading made has been more deeply 
fixed by the fecond perufal. It would be 
ufelcfs to quote any one paffage to illuftratc 
this affertion ; but the reader and yourfell^^ 
Doftor, will excufe my partiality if I tran^ 
fcribe the following letter. It is addreflcd 

CO 
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to Mifs Badcock, and is dated Oxford, 
May 28, 1788. 

" Dear Mifs Badcock, 

^' I have juftread in the public papers, 
^ with inexpreffible grief, that your good 
^^ brother and my worthy friend is no more. 
*' — Nothing could poflibly have been a 
*^ greater (hock to me, as I had jufl: formed 
** (only a^day or two ago) the plan of com- 

ing into Devonfliire as foon as term was 



cc 



our, and of fpending a fortnight with 
** him at South Molton in the beginning of 
*' July. But human life, we all feelingly 
<^^now, is expofed to the moft bitter difap- 
^ pointnients* 

** I moft lincerely condole with you on 
** this melancholy occafion. You have loft 
" the bcft of brothers-r-I have loft a moft 
** finccre and valuable friend — learning 
" has loft one of her brighteft orna- 
«' ments, and religion one of Her ableft 
" defenders. 

E " What 
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<^ What adds parcicularly to my coflcerit 
^« is, that I have not been lately fo punftual 
*^ a correfpondentto your good brother^ as he 
<* had reafon to expedt ; this matter I hoped 
^« to have cleared up entirely to his fatisfac- 
" tion in my vifit in July j but, alas I it ia 
*^ now too late. 

** I now take the liberty of requefting a 
<* great favour from you. You know there 
«* was a long correfpondence between your 
" brother and me, in which fome things 
^' pafled entirely of a confidential nature. 
*« Might I requeft the favour of you to 
** colleft together from his manufcriprs, all 
the papers of eveuy kind that are in my 
hand-writings and to keep them in your own 

*' P^MIF^^ ^^^^ ^^ beginning of July^ when I 
•' ftiall be in Devonftiire, and (hall wait upon 
*' you with whatever I poflcfs belonging to 
<^ your brother. In doing this, you wiH 
y render me an infinite fervice. 
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*' I requeft the favour Of a line from 
" you, addrefled to me at Wadham CoU 
^ lege, Oxford, 

^' And am, 
" Dear Mifs Badcock, 
♦* Your very obliged, and 
" Moft obedient fcrvant, 

« J. WHITE/* 

I 

I have followed your example, Doftor, in 
ufing the Italics ; but I only wifli to learn, 
whether a perfon who is engaged in a good 
caufe, who boafts of the integrity of his fen* 
limcnts, and the uprightnefs of his condudt/ 
would fo far difgracc himfclf by envy and 
malevolence as to influence his judge by 
infinuations, and with the moft pointed 
rancour diftinguifh thofe expreflions and 
words which he vainly deems effential to 
the condemnation of his adverfary. It is 
but a bad caufe that is in need of fuch fup* 
port-, but perhaps you imagined that every 
liberty was allowable, every art excufeable 
which could be devifed to deftroy the re- 
putation of the ProfeflTor, and to **ftrip him 

E2 ^ of! 
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of" what your friends or rather yourfclf 
call " his borrowed fame." 



. * 



You have alfo adopted a yery fingular 
mode of fpeaking of the pcrfon who accufcs 
you of dealing Badcock*s Letters. Not fa- 
tisfied to tell your reader that your feelings 
permit you not to mention his name, you 
add that this generous adion of yours is 
" in mercy;" and, that the eye may paufe 
upon the words, they ^re printed in ItalicSi 
You, however, recolledled yourfelf, and ap- 
prehenfive the reader fliould become forget- 
ful of your generofity of heart, and of your 
great and gracious *' mercy,*' you tell him^ 
in your errata, he ought to read not *^ in 
*^ mercy,'' but " in mercy." Such a mif- v 

take as this, Doftor, I cannot attribute to 
accident, it is undoubtedly the cfFeft of de* 
fign, and a more fatisfaftory proof of that 
fpirit of malevolence which has didatcd the 
whole performance. . 

I am far from doubting the authenticity *i 

of the letters of Dr. White, or of fufpefting 

that 
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that fraudulent meafures have been ufcd to 
obtain or publiQi them; but you will cx- 
cufc me if I add, it is myftcrious to me you 
do not tell the public where the originals 
can be perufed, and in whofe poffeffion 
they are. It is an omiflion which will 
admit of no apology; never were letters 
publiftied without a previous declaratioa 
of their authenticity, and a requeft to 
thofc that doubt to compare them witli 
the originals, 

I would advife you, Dr. Gabriel, to for- 
bear extolling your own praifes in the public 
papers -, the impartial world will not be in- 
fluenced by fuch meannefles, but they will 
rather fufpeft that thofe who have the bare- 
face to aflcrt you have written your pamph- 
let with the fpirit of candor and of genti- 
lity *, are aftuated by lefs generous and lefs 
noble motives than thofe of friendfliip and 
liberality. We know too well the depravity 
of the age, not to he fenfible that the moft 

♦ Vide St. Jamcs'g Chroaiclc of the 3d of November, 
(md other papers. 

upright 
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Upright of charafters are expofcd to the darts 
of malevolence 5 and we cannot but fufpcft, 
that fhould the badnefs of your caufc be in 
want of advocates or fhamelefs fupportcrs, you 
can have refource to the ufual mode of de- 
fence, and, fliielded under the name of an 
anonymous writer, dart the weapons of ma- 
lice, and the fhafts of virulence indifcrimi- 
ftately againft the weakeft as well as againft 
the moft powerful of your antagonifts. Such 
an expedient you know. Dr. Gabriel,, would 
not prove more difgraceful than the prefent 
mode you have adopted; and experience has 
already taught us, that to the wildnefs of 
cjefpair, and the fury of difappointed envy, 
nothing appears too extravagant, nothing 
too arduous. 

You have dwelt with particular pleafure 
on the converfation that paffed between you 
and Dr. White, on the 28th June 1788, 
and you have advanced fomething that ac- 
cording to your own infinuations, does 
not redound much to the honor of the 
Profcflbr, both as a man of honor, and as 
a clergyman. But, Do6lor, we cannot de» 

cidq 
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cide till Dr. White himfelf e^^plains the 
whole more fully, for from you we cannot 
expeft a faiisfaftory account. The language 
of bold effrontery, and the ofEcioofnefs of; 
pretended friend lliip, may often extort from 
the unthinking fome improper expreffions; 
and no doubt to fuch caufes we are to attri- 
bute the warmth of the Profcflbr. It was no 
pofuive refufal of payment, no illibcrality 
of fentiments ; and though you infinuatc 
that you *' found rather the fagacity of a 
*' well inanaging attorney,'* to ufe your own 
words, ** than the fimplicity of an academical 
*' reclufe, or the liberality of a gentleman," 
we will not, like yourfelf, fufpe<5t Dr. White 
of want of honour, or fuppofe him loft to all 
principles of integrity. If your afperities 
obliged him to anfwer you with merited 
roughnefs, was it any reafon you fliould 
deem yourfelf julllfied in expofing in the 
Univerfity what had pafled in feeming confi- 
dence between you? This, which you deem 
a proof of diflionor in White, is in you the 
moft convincing inllance of your pafTionatc 
temper and over-bearing condudlj and while 

you 
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you glory in attacking the moft fenfible pare 
of the Profeffor^s charader, you unfortu- 
nately^ and unmeaningly no doubt^ do but 
the more glaringly expofe your weakncfs^ 
betray your want of integrity, and call down 
upon your head the cenfure of the whole 
world. 

The Univerfity, I may confidently aflert, 
to one man, are fenfible of the injury you 
have oflTsred to Dr. White, the meritorious 
author of the Bampton Leftures; and, far 
from fuppofing, with yourfelf, he is guilty of 
ineannefs, they believe him dcfcrving of 
every encomium, and rifing, like the inno- 
cently accufcd maidens of antiquity, more 
virtuous, more amiable, and more admired 
from the fiery ordeal to which you have ex- 
pofcd him. Rather than cenfure or ridicule 
him for the diffidence which marks his cha- 
rafter, and the negligence which attends his 
aflrairs with the world, all commend him ; 
far from thinking thefe indelible vices and 
unpardonable faults, the public admire them, 
and like the paffionate though judicious 
lov«r, that believes the mole on the lovely 

neck 
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neck of his miftrefs not a blemifli but rather 
a beauty, they pay due reverence to great- 
xiefs, and merited culogiums to fuperiority 
pf talents. 

I am at a lofs to conceive how you can an* 
fwer not only for what you have produced, 
but for what you wilh to produce. Can there 
be found, among thofe who may be your 
zealous friends, any one who will juftify this 
eKpreflion, which occurs in page 8 1 ? — ^*I 
*' may not have told all that I know of ano- 
^' thf r kind," There is a mcannefs in it be- 
neath the dignity of a clergyman ; and how^ 
ever juftifiable you may in delufion th!nk 
your conduft, I am fure every one will ac* 
knowledge there is too much refentment ia 
the expreflion to believe your proceedings 
honourable,' and too much apparent depra- 
vity of mind to fuppofe you can be influ- 
enced with the reft of mankind, by libera^ 
licy of fentiments^ and integrity of ioten* 
tions. 

I have already fpoken of your vanity, Dft 
Gabriel, and indeed it may be of fome fcr- 

F vicQ 
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vice to your future conduft to enlarge ^ 
little more upon this favourite and confpi-B 
cuous frailty of yours. Difcipline you know 
xnetamorphofes the raw uncouth peafant inta 
the nimble and alert foldier, and the bittereft 
liquors often become, by proper treatment 
and attention, fweet and palatable. Not 
Satisfied to tell us in your firft page you were 
Doftor in Divinity, (a once dignifying title^^ 
which we muft confefs is now as oiuch pro- 
flituied to ignorance, as female beauty to. 
the luft and wantonnefs of the debauchee Jt 
and that fome years back you were Fellow of 
Worcefter College, Oxford, you continue 
imperceptibly to inform tTic reader of your 
great confequence. You talk of your parifli 
church in.Middlefex i and that the ignorant 
readier may not quietly conclude you are the 
reftorofonly one parifli, you take care to 
date a letter from Harlington reftory, and 
further to inform him that the odtagon cha- 
pel at Bath is yours ; whcre^ in that feat of 
elegance, pride and fafliion, you tell us you 
deliver your difcourfes to a moft refpeftable 

congregation, and where, as Pope fays, 

<< To 



iJR. iGABRtEL. 3> 

9 

^^ To reft, the cufhion and foft Dean Invite,^ 
** Who never mentions hell to ears polite.'* 

As to the bond found in Badcock's papers^ 
tvcry found lawyer will tell you, Doftor, 
that White could not be forced to difcharge 
it ; and therefore it is no wonder your foli- 
citations^ and 1 may fafely add, your threats^ 
to oblige him to pay the money, incenfed 
himto fay in the warmth ofpaffion^ "you 
*' wifhed to pick his pocket." 

Granting that the aflift^ncie the ProfeflQr 
rfcceived from his friend of South Molton 
>vas confiderable, and even granting that 
Badcock expe6ted to be rewarded in the mod 
handfome and liberal manner by the Lec- 
turer, no one will be ignorant enoygh to 
affert that J^^soo were a merited recom^ 
pence. Neither the moft flattering prof- 
pe6ts, nor the moft hopeful and extravagant 
ambition, could induce Dr.White to fiippofe 
that the publication of his fermons could 
clear him ^^.5001 and it would be offering 
the groffeft infult to a man's fenfe and feel- 
ings to declare it was his intention to give 

F 2 what 
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what aftually was not in his power, and to 
pay what is neither lawful nor juftifiable# 
We muft therefore conclude, and we have 
the moft evident ahd undeniable proofs to 
do fo, that the bond of £>5oo which Dr. 
White gave to Mr. Badcock, was not totally 
for fervices received, but rather for ferviccS 
to be received ;- — and farther we muft ac- 
knowledge, that generofuy and a charitable 
difpofitron are as confpicuous in the Arabic 
Profcffor, as excellence Gfgeniu;jand enrji* 
nent abilities, when we recolleft that he does 
not fcruple td pay the fum which he deems 
more due to the memorv of his learned 
friend, and the diftrefles of his furviving 
family, than to the affiftance of favours he 
received from his pen. 

« 

The melancholy death of Badcock may 
perhaps retard the publication of the I^gyp- 
tian Hiftory, but we may iadulge ourfelves 
with the hope at lead that the Proftflbr will 
not fo far facrifice his abilities to indolence, 
as to negleft to (hew the world his labors arc 
not flopped by the deceafe of an individual, 

sntl 
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tod that the Rofcius of literature can afl: his 
part^ or ling his melodious notesj without 
the afliftance of the mute, or the aGcompa- 
niment of the harpdchord* 

It was a known maxim with the fubtle 
Mazarine, the celebrated minifter of Louis 
XIV. Jbe ufcd to fay, that with any two lines' 
of a letter he could, by means of a few cir- 
cumftances attefted by witneffes, prove any 
perfon guiUy of treafon, or even of the 
higheft crimes, and deprive him of his ex- 
iftence at pleafurc. You have, reverend 
Doftor, imitated the example of this crafty 
flatefman, but not with fo much fuccefs^ 
though perhaps not through want of proper 
inclination. Very luckily, on the contrary, 
your produftion of Whitens letters has cffeft- 
ed what your little forefight never appre- 
hended; and the public, long mifguided by 
your frequent mifreprefentations and falla- 
cious affertions in newfpapers, as well as in 
private converfations, are at length happily 
enabled to remove the falfe colouring you 
had given to the Profcflbr*s charafler, and 

to 
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to judge frori) what they fee, that he who can- 
write fo fluently, and yet fo elegantly, dc» 
fcrves a better reward than perfecution from 
the malevolent, illiberal remarks from the 
fatyrical, (hrewd and impertinent infults 
from the pufillanimous and the ignorant. 

It is far from my wifh. Dr. Gabriel, to 
imitate ypur example, or to accufc you of 
plagiarifm or impofition upon the world. In 
the fcale of fcience your weight is too incon^ 
fiderable to command continued attention % 
and it would be but labor loit to feek £ot 
the rofe amidfl: briars, or in the middle of a 
ftorm to fpeak of the ftillnefs of the wayes> 
or the ferenity of the fkies. 

The depth of an CEdipus is not requifite 
to difcover the charafter of your Fafts, and 
to difcriminate from beginning to end traits 
as difcordant as they are fallacious. The 
impartial reader cannot withdraw his admi* 
ration from ftriking paffages and elegant 
exprcflions which now and then burft out 
from among infipid pages, and a more auk- 
ward though much labored didlion, like 

flalhes 
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,flafhe$ of lightning from a dark, lowering, 
and threatening (ky. He who is acquainted 
y^ith the manner in wliich your letters are ia 
general couched, will eafily recollefl, if the 
idea did not ftrike him beforej that the fame, 
infipidity, the fame want of animation and 
of vigor, ftill are confpicuous in the Fafts i 
and that the more brilliant parts, few as 
they are, proceed from the pen of a fcholar 
who might have been better employed, and 
whofe avocations, it is to be hoped, are of 
a more honorable nature than to fwcll the 
tide of malevolence, or increafe the rapidity 
pf envy and mean ambition. 

There is no neceflity to be more explicit 
on the fubjeft, for fear your confufion be-^ 
come too great, and youf fliame inevitable i 
for I believe, to tell the truth, the ambition 
of being one of the little vulgar fcribblera 
of the age, has operated upon you more 
powerfully in the mighty produftion of the 
Fa6ts, than the defire to vindicate yourfelf, 
9s you fay, or to reftoreto Badcock the cha^ 
rafter which you tell us belongs to his abili-^ 

^ies ^nd eminent virtues. 

Your 
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Your name, you need not be under any 
apprehenfions, will not imnnediately fink into 
oblivion — without you, the fcene that repre- 
fents the Bampton I^eftures cannot be call- 
ed complete ; and you may be aflured, that 
however deformed you may be drawn, how- 
ever hideous the reprefentation, there will 
be no need of diftinguifhing the pifture by 
a particular mark, or in imitation of the 
painter who feared the fpcftatoi- (hould mif- 
take the fpecies or quality of his animal, of 
writing underneath *^ This is Dr. Gabriel/^ 
•The memory of your celebrated publication 
will, you may flatter yourfclf, furvive the 
prefcnt age; though I will not, for the ho- 
Dor of human nature, fuppofe that you can ^ 
wi(h in your heart that it fhould be remem- 
bered. ' - 

There is not mentioned in the records of 
time, an age or country but what has paflcd 
the higheft and mod merited encomiums on 
the charader that has expofed himfelf to 
dangers and infults for the caufe of truth 
wd juftice J but who is there that fpeaks not 

with 
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with indignation and abhorrence of the man, 
who, clothed in the garb of fincerity and 
apparent zeal in defence of merit, gratifies 
his private appetites, and betrays the profe^ 
■cutor and affaffin, where he ought to appear 
the friend and the bulwark of virtue ? 1 am 
far from ranking you with fo hideous a mon- 
fter, though I could wifli you had not given 
iuch reafons for your friends to be diflatif- 

■ 

fied, for your enemies to rejoice, and for the 
candid and the impartial public to cenfure 
your condudl. 

If we do not attribute this unfortunate 
ftcp of temerity to private pique or difap* 
pointed envy, we cannot find out words 
ftrong enough to exprefs ourfclves j and in- 
deed the moft defpcrate caufc could not have 
opened- the door to more refentment or more 
mcanrtefs, — In this attempt to tear away th« 
wreaths of fame and fuperior excellence, 
which fo well become the brows of the 
learned Profeffor, we cannot believe you to 

be aftuated with the fame fpirit as the In- 

* 

dians are ^ who, as Lord Bathurft obferved to 
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the bench of Bifhops, wbofe inveterate en* 
mity was difplayed in their profecution of 

« 

the celebrated Atterbury, fuppofed and b(* 
lieved they not only inherited the fpoils; bat 
/even the qualities and all the virtues of any f 
great man they killed in battle* No, Dr. 
Gabriel, we will not, we cannot imagine^ 
you carried your views fo far; for,- even 
granting fuch fuperftitious. belief were well - 
founded, the world would foon acknowledge 
that White's abilities would decay by tranf* 
plantation, and his bloAbois wither away, 
like the blooming tree that lofes all its fe- 
cundity when removed from a rich and fer- 
tilizing foil to a barren and folitary heath. 

But after all, Dr. Gabriel, the world 
might be induced to forgive, though pofli- 
bly not to forget, the odious attacks you have, 
inade on the literary as well as the nf>oral 
charadler of the Bampton Lefturcr, if by a 
recantation of what you have advanced, you 
would acknowledge the meannefs of your 
conduft, and fupplicatc for pardon and pity 
from injured innocence. You ought furely 

to 
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to have forefeeh there was fomething con" 
temptible In your meafuresi and that the 
charges you produced againft White, could 
never do him any mifchicf, While we ex- 
peAed difcoveries important as well as inte« 
refting, we are as yet but too fully Gon« 
yincedj that merit has its enemies^ and that 
you are one of this mod daring and deteft^ 
able tribe. 

But perhaps you envy the dignities and 
independence of the Profeflbri and, diffatif* 
fied with the little confequence you tell us 
you have acquired at Bath and in Middlefex^^ 
you wifh to rife on the ruins of Dr. White, 
and adorn yourfelf with his fpoils. This 
may be your ambition ; but the degeneracy 

■ • 

of the age is not fo blind as to tolerate fuch 
impudence. 

You fpeak of the college friends, whofe 
good opinions you wifh fiill to continue 
yours ; but, believe me, the fteps you have 
lately taken cannot enfure you many adhe« 
rents. Your mother univerfity. Dr. Gabriel* 

Ga U 



V i 



) 



48 A.LETTEICto - 

is Jong ago ferifible of the difgraceful con^ 
duft of a perfon (he can no longer call a legi- 
timate fon \ and were youprcfent, flie might 
teftifjr to.yoii more efFcftually . her. rdcnt-' 
ment and indignation, hz for this it will 
fuffice to. fay, that there no upftarts,,no ca- 
lumniators jBnd countenance. With us, the 
name of Dr. Gabriel had been involved in 
obfcurity; and now that he rifes "a hideous 
fliape above the horizon," wc could wilh, • 
when we view him as a clergyman, he were 
to fink again into his natural inconfequence 
and merited oblivion. But alas ! your pride, 
reverend Doftor, or more powerfully the 
indi'ghation of the public, will forbid the 
fulfilling of this humane and chriftian 
wifli. 

It were well you had recoUefted, that, in 
abufing the- charafter of Dr. White, you 
ofi^^red the grofleft and nriofl: unpardonable 
infults to the judgment and good fenfe of his 
patrons. We know, and we are confident, 
the Archbifhop of Canterbury, as well as the 
Lord Chancellor, will not refcnt thisafiront; 

but 
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but do not forget that the* child whofti ma- 
ladies orUiisfortunes attack, becomes dearer, 
and is more cherilhed, by the fond and in- 
dulgent mother. You have, unintentionally 
no doubt, paid a compliment to the tafte of 
thefe great and illuftrious patrons; and 
while you wilh to load with difgrace and dif- 
honour the worthy objeft of their choice, 

« 

you tell the public they are not only able 
but willing to recompenfc merit, and to 
crown with affluence the labours and under- 
takings of genius. 

I will now take my leave of you. Dr. 
Gabriel 5 and, fenfible as I am of the impro- 
priety of your conduft, I will yet flatter 
myfelf fo far, as to hope your blcmiflies will 
be correftcd, and that ypu- will acknow-i 
' ledge, that hurry of paffion, and warmth 
kindled by oppofition, inftigated you origi- 
nally to fpeak lightly and flanderoufly of the 
Arabic ProfeflTor's charafter and abilities; 
and that when once the aflf rtions were made, 
and the report public, you deemed your 
reputation at (lake if your charges were not 

proved. 
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proved} and your declarations corroborated, 
by any the moft tTifiing evidence. Be facis- 
fied with what you have done, and think 
not a fecond time to intrude upon the pa- 
tience and forbearance of an indulgent public. 
Remember that the lion, when once roufed, 
will fpare neither friend nor foej therefore, 
by what is already done, provide againft the 
threats of calamity ; and beware the wound 
that is already made becomes not incurable 
by obftinacy and improper treatment. 



FINIS. 



